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Subpart 8340_Ceneral
Sec. 8340. 0-1 Pur pose.

The purpose of this part is to establish criteria for designating
public lands as open, limted or closed to the use of off-road vehicles
and for establishing controls governing the use and operation of off-
road vehicles in such areas.

Sec. 8340.0-2 (bj ecti ves.

The objectives of these regulations are to protect the resources of
the public lands, to pronote the safety of all users of those |ands,
and to minimze conflicts anong the various uses of those |ands.

Sec. 8340.0-3 Authority.

The provisions of this part are issued under the Federal Land
Pol i cy and Management Act of 1976 (43 U.S.C. 1701 et seq.); the Tayl or
Grazing Act (43 U.S.C. 315a); the Endangered Species Act (16 U S.C
1531 et seq.); the WId and Scenic Rivers Act (16 U S.C 1281c); the
Act of Septenber 15, 1960, as anended (16 U S.C. 670 et seq.); the Land
and Water Conservation Fund Act (16 U S.C. 460 |-6a); the Nationa
Trails System Act (16 U S.C. 1241 et seq.) and E.O 11644 (Use of Of-
Road Vehicles on the Public Lands), 37 FR 2877, 3 CFR part 74, 332, as
amended by E. O 11989 42 FR 26959 (May 25, 1977).

Sec. 8340.0-5 Definitions.
As used in this part:

(a) Of-road vehicle neans any notorized vehicle capable of, or
designed for, travel on or inmediately over |and, water, or other
natural terrain, excluding:

(1) Any nonanphi bi ous regi stered notorboat;

(2) Any mlitary, fire, enmergency, or |aw enforcenent vehicle while
bei ng used for emergency purposes;

(3) Any vehicle whose use is expressly authorized by the authorized
of ficer, or otherwi se officially approved,;

(4) Vehicles in official use; and

(5) Any conbat or conbat support vehicle when used in tines of
nati onal defense energencies.

(b) Public Iands means any |ands the surface of which is
admi ni stered by the Bureau of Land Managenent.



(c) Bureau neans the Bureau of Land Managenent.

(d) Oficial use means use by an enpl oyee, agent, or designated
representative of the Federal CGovernnent or one of its contractors, in
the course of his enploynent, agency, or representation

(e) Planning system neans the approach provided in Bureau
regul ations, directives and manuals to fornulate nultiple use plans for
the public lands. This approach provides for public participation
within the system

(f) Open area nmeans an area where all types of vehicle use is
permtted at all tinmes, anywhere in the area subject to the operating
regul ati ons and vehicle standards set forth in subparts 8341 and 8342
of this title.

(g) Limted area means an area restricted at certain tines, in
certain areas, and/or to certain vehicul ar use. These restrictions
maybe of any type, but can generally be accommbdated within the
followi ng type of categories: Nunbers of vehicles; types of vehicles;
time or season of vehicle use; permtted or licensed use only; use on
exi sting roads and trails; use on designated roads and trails; and
other restrictions.

(h) Closed area neans an area where off-road vehicle use is
prohi bited. Use of off-road vehicles in closed areas may be allowed for
certain reasons; however, such use shall be nade only with the approva
of the authorized officer

(i) Spark arrester is any device which traps or destroys 80 percent
or nore of the exhaust particles to which it is subjected.

[44 FR 34836, June 15, 1979, as anended at 53 FR 31003, Aug. 17, 1988]
Sec. 8340.0-7 Penalties.

Any person who violates or fails to conply with the regul ati ons of
subparts 8341 and 8343 is subject to arrest, conviction, and puni shnent
pursuant to appropriate |aws and regul ati ons. Such puni shnent may be a
fine of not nore than $1,000 or inprisonment for not |onger than 12
nont hs, or both.

Sec. 8340.0-8 Applicability.

The regulations in this part apply to all public |ands, roads, and
trails under adm nistration of the Bureau.

Subpart 8341 Conditions of Use
Sec. 8341.1 Regul ations governi ng use.

(a) The operation of off-road vehicles is permtted on those areas
and trails designated as open to off-road vehicle use.

(b) Any person operating an off-road vehicle on those areas and
trails designated as limted shall conformto all terns and conditions
of the applicabl e designation orders.

(c) The operation of off-road vehicles is prohibited on those areas
and trails closed to off-road vehicle use.

(d) It is prohibited to operate an off-road vehicle in violation of
State laws and regul ations relating to use, standards, registration,
operation, and inspection of off-road vehicles. To the extent that



State |laws and regul ations do not exist or are |l ess stringent than the
regulations in this part, the regulations in this part are m ni mum
standards and are controlling.

(e) No person may operate an off-road vehicle on public |ands
without a valid State operator's license or learner's permt where
required by State or Federal | aw.

(f) No person shall operate an off-road vehicle on public |ands:

(1) I'n a reckless, careless, or negligent manner

(2) I'n excess of established speed linmts;

(3) While under the influence of al cohol, narcotics, or dangerous
dr ugs;

(4) In a manner causing, or likely to cause significant, undue
damage to or disturbance of the soil, wildlife, wildlife habitat,

i mprovenents, cultural, or vegetative resources or other authorized
uses of the public |ands; and

(5) During night hours, froma hal f-hour after sunset to a half-
hour before sunrise, without |ighted headlights and taillights.

(g) Drivers of off-road vehicles shall yield the right-of-way to
pedestri ans, saddl e horses, pack trains, and ani mal -drawn vehicl es.

(h) Any person who operates an off-road vehicle on public |ands
nmust conply with the regulations in this part, and in Sec.8341.2 as
applicabl e, while operating such vehicle on public |ands.

[44 FR 34836, June 15, 1979, as amended at 45 FR 47843, July 17, 1980]

8341. 2 Special rules

Subpart 8342 Designation of Areas and Trails
Sec. 8342.1 Designation criteria
Sec. 8342.2 Designation procedures.

(a) Public participation. The designation and redesignation of
trails is acconplished through the resource nmanagenent pl anni ng process
described in part 1600 of this title. Current and potential inpacts of
specific vehicle types on all resources and uses in the planning area
shal |l be considered in the process of preparing resource managenent
pl ans, plan revisions, or plan amendnents. Prior to naking designations
or redesignations, the authorized officer shall consult with interested
user groups, Federal, State, county and | ocal agencies, |oca
| andowners, and other parties in a manner that provides an opportunity
for the public to express itself and have its views given
consi der ati on.

(b) Designation. The approval of a resource nanagenent plan, plan
revi sion, or plan anmendnent constitutes fornmal designation of off-road
vehicl e use areas. Public notice of designation or redesignation shal
be provided through the publication of the notice required by Sec.
1610.5-1(b) of this title. Copies of such notice shall be available to
the public in local Bureau offices.

(c) ldentification of designated areas and trails. The authorized
of ficer shall, after designation, take action by marking and ot her
appropriate neasures to identify designated areas and trails so that
the public will be aware of |ocations and limitations applicable



thereto. The authorized officer shall nake appropriate informationa
material, including maps, available for public review

[53 FR 31003, Aug. 17, 1988]

8342. 3 Desi ghati on changes



